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A year in numbers

An impactful year
2019/20 marked our second full academic year as a charity and what a year it has been! Most
importantly we have ensured that across the country thousands of children each week have been
reaping the benefits of a creative education. This year has brought about much change and the
need to re-imagine how Artis sessions could be shared with children across the country during the
pandemic. We turned these unprecedented limitations into exciting possibilities.

5,580 hours

of weekly performing arts
sessions delivered in schools

4,650 children

engaged in weekly wellbeing
and learning programmes

Our team proved to be both resilient and determined to move quickly to ensure as many children
as possible could continue their Artis experience from home, and all our performing arts educators
could remain engaged throughout. This wouldn’t have been possible without the emergency
response funding we received from Arts Council England and the London Community Response
Fund. We were able to respond swiftly the moment schools closed, and by the end of the summer
term our newly devised online material tailored to each and every class was viewed 12,100 times.
We’ve continued to develop our impact data collection for a second year. A group of our partner
schools measured children’s progress in three particular areas; confidence, communication, and
participation. Initial results are encouraging with 76% of children demonstrating an increase in their
confidence and 73% in their communication skills.
We are particularly delighted to be welcoming new match funders ready for their journey with Artis
from 2020/21, alongside trusts and foundations and other donors and partners. For us 2020 is
about celebrating our extraordinary Artis Specialists and how they’ve communicated with energy,
joy and imagination from their homes into the homes of thousands of children. Together with our
exceptional Artis management team and valued school partners, we will continue to ensure children
enjoy a creative education at primary school or from home, particularly during this period of deep
uncertainty. Transforming lives through the arts is needed now more than ever.

2,936 hours

of mentoring and training
provided to our 98 specialists

12,100 views

of our Artis remote sessions
which equated to 705 hours
spent engaging with the content

Rebecca Boyle Suh (Buzz)
Chair of Trustees & Co-Founder
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Nigel Mainard (Boing)
Director & Co-Founder

2019/20 – a year in review
Our vision & values
Artis is a creative learning charity with four main goals to:
1		 Bring the curriculum to life in schools
2 Promote wellbeing and tackle social issues
3		 Discover and nurture artists as educators
4		 Advocate the importance of the arts in learning.

Bringing the curriculum to life
This academic year has been an extraordinary
and unexpected year for everyone, but in
spite of school closures due to Covid-19, Artis
Foundation has continued to deliver high-quality
creative learning to children across the country.
We have provided 5,580 hours of provision
to 4,650 children through our Artis Learning
programme to support life skills including
confidence, communication and participation.
The Covid-19 pandemic prevented us from
offering our ‘normal’ on-site provision to schools
from 23 March 2020. Having anticipated school
closures in the weeks leading up to lockdown,
we had planned our response. With crucial
funding from the Arts Council Emergency
Fund and the London Community Response
Fund, we created remote provision for schools
across the country, supported and trained our
Artis Specialists in new modes of delivery, and
designed future content that will aid children’s
re-integration into school settings and support
their wellbeing.

Going forward, we are pleased to be able to
continue elements of our remote provision through
our new digital platform, Artis Anywhere.
Thanks to critical funding, Artis Anywhere will
provide a weekly creative learning session for
primary schools, covering each year group and
curriculum topics.
“Our Artis Specialist is more important
now than ever. She enables children to be
creative at home. To continue their learning,
feel connected to school, and support their
wellbeing.”
Emme Ford
Head, Lee Mount Primary School, Halifax

Thanks to funding from the City of London
Corporation’s Inspiring London through Culture
grant, from October 2019 to March 2020, Artis
led free workshops to 1,800 children from across
the country. The sessions used the performing
arts to explore an artwork in the Victorian
collection at the Guildhall Art Gallery.

Our Artis Specialists set up creative classrooms “Fantastic workshop - children really
engaged and able to access some difficult
in their own homes and we developed a
artwork concepts. Thank you.”
virtual system for them to upload their videos.
Using music, dance and drama activities, Artis
Teacher, St Mary & St Pancras COE School, Camden
Specialists pre-recorded sessions for their class
groups, which were bespoke to the topics they
We’ve had fantastic feedback in our end of
cover in the curriculum. Children at home (or
term survey with 100% of Artis partner schools
children of key workers at school) were able to
telling us that their provision had improved
join in with songs, movement sequences and
their children’s communication, confidence,
drama activities to learn about classroom topics. teamwork, participation, and creative thinking.
Children saw the Artis Specialist that they knew
and loved in a weekly video, strengthening their “Boom is amazing! She is great with the
connection to school, and offering children fun
children and they absolutely love attending
ways to learn at home.
Artis each week. It has had a great impact
on the children, they have made great
In the period of school closures, Artis Specialists progress in developing their confidence and
created over 800 videos for over 7,500 children. language skills.”
These pre-recorded sessions reduced the
Georgina Egan
workload of 450 teachers and supported many
EYFS Leader, Parklands Primary School, Leeds
more parents across the country.
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Promoting wellbeing and tackling social issues

Discovering and nurturing talent

Our award-winning creative wellbeing
programme, Artis Bounce uses music,
drama and movement to explore wellbeing
with children. Using creative approaches, we
introduce the topic of mental health to schools
and use arts activities to understand emotions
and feelings, and how to talk about how we
express ourselves and relate to one another.

Training

This year, funded by Arts Council England,
Artis was pleased to run the programme in
five West Midlands primary schools in areas of
deprivation. Discover Wellbeing used music,
drama and movement to support children’s
mental health and wellbeing and 291 children
received the Arts Award Discover qualification.
A project film was also commissioned which you
can view here.
“I learnt to face my fears and be confident.”
Colebourne Primary School Pupil, Birmingham

“They thought it was fantastic and that
Crunch was ‘stunningly outstanding’. The
children absolutely loved it. Many thanks.”
Angela McMorrow
Deputy, Chuckery Primary School, Walsall

Artis also continued to lead the Schools
Connect programme in Milton Keynes, which
focuses on upskilling teachers and sharing
creative approaches to support wellbeing in the
classroom. So far, 266 children have taken part
and from September a further 5 schools will be
taking part, benefitting 300 children.
“It was a privilege to run this project at
Walnuts school. In both classes it was
wonderful to see the progress made by
every student and the response to the arts
and expressing themselves through drama
and exploring emotions and dreams was
huge.”
Martha Shrimpton (Kablam)
Artis Specialist, The Walnuts School

With the growing need for mental health
and wellbeing support in schools, and the
increasing interest in social prescribing from
public health authorities, Artis is looking
forward to continuing to develop Artis Bounce
as a creative preventative programme for
children and schools across the country.

75% of our arts educators said that Artis
had contributed to their employability.
This year 21 talented performing artists were
recruited to join our panel of Artis Specialists and
undergo our training programme.

“I love summer training and I appreciate
the enormous amount of work that goes
into it. It’s always delivered with such care
and attention to detail and this year was no
different. It’s always a joy and I often find
that I end up developing my own extensions
and adaptations to the activities shared
when I’m planning or working in class.”

In January 2020 our mid-year training took place
“Thank you for making the training possible
in Manchester and London. Sessions included
in these strange times! Very reassuring to
Movement for Early Years, Safe Practice, and a
see the Artis team and the other Specialists
language session led by poet Cheryl Moskowitz.
knowing that we are not alone in this.”
There was also online training in November 2019,
and in April 2020 training was altered to respond
“I really enjoyed summer training this year
to the changes in delivery.
and feel excited and prepared for what
will be a very different school experience.
Due to Covid-19, our annual summer residential
Thank you!”
training had to be cancelled and replaced with
an online virtual summer training. Our 21 new
“Extremely valuable – I feel that the
specialists were inducted and participated
training topics/areas are always carefully
in some intensive and informative sessions
considered and thought out in order to try
alongside our continuing specialists. It was an
and keep abreast of the changes within the
excellent few days with plenty of time to share
industry, law, education and society.”
experiences and knowledge between artists
and to gain new ideas and skills. We were
“Artis’ training really is brilliant. The
delighted to welcome Temujin Gill from Grounded
mentoring programme and the help with
Movement to join our summer training with
session planning/leading/coming up with
a movement/dance workshop and poet
ideas is something I am yet to experience
Cheryl Moskowitz.
elsewhere and I am very grateful to Artis for
investing in me and developing my skills as
a facilitator.”
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What the children we work with say about Artis

“In the Artis session you get
to be brave…And you get to
be yourself.”

“It’s like another way
of learning, but funner!”

“…they are very enjoyable
and fun and include everyone
and so no-one is left out and
feeling sad. All the sessions
are very memorable.”

“It makes me feel
triple happy!”
“It makes me feel more
playful and happier
through the day.”

“At the start I was a bit
scared as I had a really
like small voice. Now I
shout across the hall so
everyone can hear me and
I don’t feel afraid now.”

“Artis helps me be more
positive and have more
creativity.”

Our impact
How we are doing?
In 2019/20 many of our partner schools measured children’s progress in three areas: confidence,
communication, and participation, at three points in the year. 54 children’s progress was tracked by
5 schools. Some highlight statistics from this year have been:

76%
76% of children had
a perceived increase
in their confidence;
enjoying sharing in
front of others.

69%
69% of children had
a perceived increase
in participation;
increased taking part
in group discussions
and activities.

73% of children had a
perceived increase in
their communication
skills; speaking audibly
and fluently.

This was our second group of partner schools to help us monitor and evaluate the programme
in this new way. This year was harder to benchmark against last year due to the unprecedented
circumstances and changes in how Artis worked with children during Covid-19. We had a term of
lockdown where there was minimal contact with schools and their children during this period. The
results from this year are mainly based on the completion of the baseline and midway survey.

“Because of the arts, the learning
experiences at Pakeman are much richer
and the children are much happier.”
Lynne Gavin
Head, Pakeman Primary School, Islington
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73%
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Stories about our impact

Case Study 2

Case Study 3

Artis is always grateful to hear about how
the arts has impacted a particular child’s
life. Here we share three case studies
from our partner schools.

When he started in Reception, Child R was
quite withdrawn. He found it difficult to interact
and play with other children; he seemed very
self-conscious and too pre-occupied to take
part in imaginative play. We subsequently
found out that Child R was experiencing high
levels of neglect which became so severe that
he and his siblings were placed on a child
protection plan. We were worried about how
limited his language was and how this would
negatively affect his early acquisition of literacy
skills (reading and writing).

As the class teacher I would like to reiterate
what I hope was clear from my feedback in the
termly survey. All the students in my class have
grown in confidence in using their imaginations
and engaging with artistic expression through
performance because of the wonderful lessons
our Artis Specialist plans and teaches. I have
also learnt so much from seeing her teach.

Case Study 1
Child L is a ten-year old girl who recently
arrived at my school; very articulate and reads
a lot. Her mother struggles with mental health
issues and looking after her daughter. Child
L is also unable to see her father who she
misses very much. The mother holds hands
with her girlfriend at school, and as there is
a lot of homophobia and racism in our local
area, Child L is bullied. I’ve also visited her
house and she lives in squalor. It is a rented
house with paint peeling off the walls and litter
everywhere. A truly bleak place to grow up.
“She is always at school on an Artis day.
Without it I can tell she would have little
confidence and there would be no light in
her life.”
Child L is a sensitive child and absolutely
loves stories. Her imagination is vivid and her
voice unique. Her work with Artis each week
gives her stability, some relief and makes her
feel appreciated. The engagement with our
Artis Specialist is wonderful to see as Child
L soaks everything up and enjoys performing.
These creative experiences also give her an
awareness that there’s a different path she can
take in life.
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Initially during Artis lessons, Child R was just
as withdrawn. He would stand still, look at
his feet, drift towards the outside of the room
and sometimes laugh unhelpfully at what
others were doing. Over time, he saw how
engaged the other children had become and
how much they were enjoying themselves. He
began to take small steps to get involved; the
Artis Specialist noticed this and praised him –
which he loved. Through the year, he got fully
involved in sessions and came to love taking
part, now laughing with enthusiasm and joy.
He was able to participate freely and without
self-consciousness.
“Child R has carried this new-found
confidence across to other areas of his
learning and school life.”
We noticed how his play with his classmates
was beginning to change. The creative ideas
he had shown in Artis lessons were reflected
in his role play with his friends. He is now
speaking more to other children, initiating
play with them and putting up his hand in
class discussions. We believe that the Artis
lessons have supported Child R to make these
changes which will support all of his learning in
school.

“Child X would not engage in any activities
but in the last few weeks before lockdown
had become willing to take part and even
said “I love this! Can we do this again.”
I particularly wanted to feedback that the
students who found it difficult to engage in
school and especially with allowing themselves
to be free and imaginative are the ones who I
have observed the greatest changes since the
lessons began in the Autumn Term.
3 of the 6 children who are being tracked have
blossomed in their confidence and quality of
their responses to the activities during the
sessions. One example of this is that Child
X would not engage in any activities (I think
because he felt too embarrassed to participate
in case he “looked silly”) but in the last few
weeks before lockdown had become willing to
take part and even said, “I love this! Can we do
this again?” at the end of several of the Spring
Term sessions.
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Advocating the arts
Artis is supporting the delivery of a creative
training programme as part of the National
Resource Centre for Supplementary
Education’s (NRCSE) ambition to deliver
creative training for teachers of supplementary
schools in North West London.
Through Artis’ approach, teachers learn new
and innovative approaches which can be
adapted for different cultures and languages.
Artis planned a bespoke programme that offers
teachers a toolkit of ideas and activities to help
them plan and deliver a creative session at their
supplementary school.
The first of three one-day workshop days took
place in January 2020 and was extremely well
received. The second workshop was delivered
online in May and the final workshop has been
pushed back to 2021. It is hoped that the
programme will continue with an element of
mentoring to support and challenge individual
teachers one to one in their development of
bringing more creativity into their work.

Looking ahead
“For me, art is not a soft discipline, it is a
hard discipline. It is the hard discipline of
giving yourself the tools to negotiate life,
then reflect and then help others to do
the same.”
Kwame Kwei-Armah (Wow)
Artis Patron

Amidst great uncertainty in the world, Artis
Foundation looks ahead with certainty to
an exciting few years of development and
innovation.
In 2020/21 our programmes will be reaching
more children in our partner schools across
the country. Artis Anywhere is our new
online ‘back-up’ for ‘bubbles’ sent home, or
for children in school when their Artis Specialist
needs to isolate. Next year, not a week will go
by when access won’t be given to every child
in the schools Artis works with. Our aim is to
be working in schools whenever we can, to
be responsive to government guidance and to
continue transforming lives through the arts.
At a time of so many restrictions, Artis will be
a precious time each week when children can
push the boundaries of self-expression and
feel free.

How we are funded
We will continue to measure confidence,
communication and participation. Alongside
these hallmarks of the Artis programme, we
are delighted to be working with Pro Bono
Economics. With their support and expertise,
we will be gathering additional data that will
enable us to evaluate the economic and societal
impact of our work.
Artis continues to build relationships with schools
and other partners. This year we look forward
to engaging with Chisenhale Gallery in Tower
Hamlets and forging a collaborative partnership
with Chisenhale Primary. We are also grateful
to our first corporate match-funder, accountancy
firm Rawlinson & Hunter, and becoming a pro
bono legal client of Hogan Lovells.
We also have some further innovations we’re
keen to explore with Artis Anywhere. Whilst
currently a back-up, we’re looking beyond the
pandemic to turning this resource into a more
pro-active platform of creative learning.

Artis Foundation heavily relies on the vital
support of our funders, sponsors and partner
schools who share our vision. Our work would
not be possible without them. All donations we
receive go towards growing our programmes
for children in disadvantaged areas, developing
teachers, supporting wellbeing through the arts,
and nurturing arts educators.

2019/20 Expenditure breakdown
65% School activities
17% Discovering and nurturing artists

17%
65%
9%
3%

6%

We have the first 20 match funded schools
starting our new funding model in 2020/21.
As part of this model, teachers will be planning
more closely with our Artis Specialists, full staff
professional development will feature at the
beginning of each academic year and our match
funded schools will be engaged with evaluating
the impact of their Artis programme.
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Every donation and grant Artis receives is
spent carefully to ensure that our vision of
giving everyone the opportunity to develop and
flourish through the arts can be achieved to the
maximum capacity.
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9%

Support costs

6%

Advocating the arts

3%

Raising funds

Governance, people and partners
Leadership

With thanks to our funders and supporters

Artis is led by a team with a broad set of skills from the education, arts, business
and charity sectors. Together they make sure everything works…
Rebecca Boyle Suh (Buzz)
Executive Chair & Co-Founder

Carys Owen (Cuckoo)
Partnerships & Impact Manager

Nigel Mainard (Boing)
Director & Co-Founder

Phoebe Brown (Ping)
Finance Coordinator

Samantha Matthews (Oompah)
Head of Communications & Partnerships

Beth Crackles (Crackles)
Development

Caroline Hotchkiss (Toot)
Learning & Performance Manager

Stuart Barter (Chime)
Project Development

CITY OF
LONDON
TRUST

Britton
Family

The Harris Foundation
for Lifelong Learning

Susannah Rolls (Tap)
Programme & Training Manager

Artis Trustees
The Board of Trustees determines policy and, together with senior Artis staff,
sets the strategic direction for Artis:
Rebecca Boyle Suh (Buzz)
Executive Chair

Baroness McIntosh (Ting)
Trustee

Lord Bichard (Wham)
Trustee

Wendy Steatham (Whirl)
Trustee & Artis Mentor Leader

Mark Friend (Parp)
Trustee

Individual supporters

Patrons and Advisers
Artis has an internationally renowned group of patrons and advisers who offer us wise counsel:
Lord Puttnam (Whirl)
Artis Patron

Kwame Kwei-Armah (Wow)
Artis Patron

Dame Evelyn Glennie (Schwing)
Artis Patron

Kenneth Olumuyiwa Tharp OBE (Leap)
Artis Adviser

Nitin Sawhney OBE (Dhushum)
Artis Patron

Prof. Linda Merrick (Echo)
Artis Adviser

Talent
Our wonderful panel of talented Artis Specialists and Mentors are the ones who
bring the sparkle into schools each week and are led by our Mentor Leaders:
Cordelia Gold (Zap)
Mentor Leader

Nicola Curtis (Wizzle)
Mentor Leader

Helen Riley (Splat)
Mentor Leader
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Stuart Barter (Chime)
Mentor Leader & Specialist

Guy Allon
Ian Armitage
Marilena Barakos
Zai & Penny Bennett
Isabel Berenzweig
Lord Michael Bichard
Andrew Boyle
Dorothy & Wallace Boyle
Dr David & Linda Boyle
Rebecca Boyle Suh
Nick Campsie
Lida & Nate Charsouli
Hann Chung Ho
Amy Clarke
Justin Craib-Cox & Yodia Lo
Pamela & Michael Fensom
Jenny & Domingo Garcia
Nicola Graham
Emma & Fred Goltz
The Maddison Foundation
Marianne Grant

Eliza & Jesse Ho
Isabella Icoz
Andrew Jackson
Lehmann Maupin Gallery
Mi Young Lee
Rt Hon Richard & Romilly Lyttelton
Nigel Mainard
Samantha Matthews
Frances & Derek Mumford
Carys Owen
Laura Pomari
Jennifer & Donald Robert
Dan Romano
Peter Reilly
Dasha Shenkman OBE
June Stevenson
Emily Sun & Jerome Losson
Susan & James Watthey
Hilary Wilshin
Anna Yang and Joseph Schull

And with thanks to all
those donors who wish
to remain anonymous.

T 0207 324 9880
W artisfoundation.org.uk
drop dingdong@artisfoundation.org.uk
tweet twitter.com/ArtisFdn
peep artisfoundation.org.uk/blog
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